LETTERS TO THE EDITOR REGARDING OPEN SPACE IN CARLSBAD:

Carlsbad needs its open space

As an 8-year resident of Carlsbad and an outdoor enthusiast, I have been anxiously watching to see the results of the "buildout" of the city. Authorities have continually insisted that Carlsbad will eventually have 40 percent of its area as open space; however, as development continues to proceed, the definition of "open space" has come to include not only the lagoons and unbuildable slopes, but also parking lots and golf courses.
Meanwhile, trails through native chaparral have been blocked off by developers (Village H), medium-density housing is planned for an unspoiled hillside over Quarry Creek, and roads are proposed that cut off contiguous wildlife corridors (Marron Road).
The city of Carlsbad is surveying its residents regarding future use of vacant and "underutilized" property within the city limits. Three general options are provided. While I am pleased that the city is soliciting our input, I hope that other residents will choose "none" when answering the survey about various options in currently open areas, and ask the City Council to reconsider decisions that will forever diminish the quality of life for its residents and visitors.

Sandra McMullen
Carlsbad

North County Times, 2/18/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-feb/article_cd708c6b-74c1-55cd-87dd-ffae5269cafb.html

For the last 5 years I have volunteered as part of the San Diego Tracking Team to help monitor wildlife movement in the Carlsbad area.  This information is used by wildlife agencies to determine the effectiveness of the region’s Multiple Habitat Conservation Plan and the health of our local natural areas.  As I’ve gotten more familiar with our natural open spaces, I’ve developed a great attachment to our chaparral and coastal sage scrub habitats.  It is therapeutic to be able to spend time in these habitats and to do my small part to protect them.  
These areas are rapidly diminishing due to ongoing development.  In Carlsbad, we have precious natural open space left.   Not only for the sake of our flora and fauna but for human health as well we need to protect what’s left.  The city council of Carlsbad should act now to set aside already available monies for the purchase of natural open space.  The passage of Prop C in 2002 mandated such a fund and yet, to date, Carlsbad has not spent a single dime for this purpose.  Mayor Hall, council members, what are you waiting for?

Paige DeCino
Carlsbad

The Coast News, 2/24/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/02/letters-feb-24/
Preserve Open Space
With a happy heart, I read about efforts in the city of San Diego to protect more of its open space (“Bill would help S.D. protect open space,” Local reports, Feb. 25). State Sen. Christine Kehoe and the San Diego City Council are submitting legislation to garner 10,000 acres as “dedicated” rather than just “designated.”In Carlsbad, we face a similar situation. Ten years ago our citizens passed Proposition C meant, in part, to purchase and protect natural open spaces and, yet, while the city has generated a priority list of properties to purchase, not a penny has been spent to this end.
Living within one of the world’s major global biological hot spots, it’s incumbent upon us to help maintain our healthy ecosystems – not only for the plants and animals but for our own overall health. San Diego’s child advocate Richard Louv has carefully documented the need for children interacting with nature as part of their healthy development. To foster our upcoming generations we need to set aside more natural open space.
I encourage the Carlsbad City Council to follow the lead of San Diego and make a real commitment to open space by dedicating specific, already available, funds for the purchase of natural areas. – Paige DeCino, Carlsbad
San Diego Union Tribune, 2/29/2012
http://web.utsandiego.com/news/2012/feb/29/community-dialog-north-county/
This Navajo proverb still rings true today: “We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children.”
We can’t preserve all of the special natural lands in Carlsbad that we inherited. But can’t we at least preserve the most important ones? Can’t we achieve a reasonable balance between more development and preserving some of the natural heritage of our community? 
Five years ago over 700 local residents donated $135,000 toward the acquisition of the Sherman property – the western half of the Buena Vista Creek Valley Now the eastern half of this valley is under threat of development – a massive development of 656 homes around the sacred El Salto waterfall. If anything warrants preservation surely it is this valley with its sacred waterfall, historic adobe and regional wildlife corridor. In 2007 the City Council of Carlsbad adopted its Citizens Open Space Committee report that ranked this area as the No. 1 priority to preserve.
If this development is allowed, how can we ever repay this debt to our children? How can we pay them back for destroying something that is priceless? – Diane Nygaard, Oceanside
San Diego Union Tribune, 2/29/2012
http://web.utsandiego.com/news/2012/feb/29/community-dialog-north-county/
Carlsbad: much satisfaction, but room to improve
According to a 2011 survey that was recently announced, Carlsbad is well-run and residents are satisfied ("City residents report 'record-setting' happiness in survey," Jan. 10). I agree.
From time to time, though, our local officials need to be reminded that their decisions, within their jurisdictions, are not necessarily right or correct. One current issue that seems to have the classification of a "questionable government-juggernaut" pertains to the Carlsbad "Open Space" mandate.
A writer to this forum (Sandra McMullen, Feb. 18) recently pointed out that Carlsbad's method of calculating open space, as mandated by a Carlsbad citizen vote (several years ago), is suspect. That writer left out that a portion of wide street parkway corridors is also considered "open space." Having yet to see the wording, did the approved mandate actually specify what constitutes "open space," or was that left up to the subjective decision of bureaucrats and planners? If it wasn't defined, Carlsbad should amend the ordinance through referendum to specify what is actually "open space." Original initiative promoters: Could you come back and do that for our fair city?
City officials: Would you also make a short list, and from the open space fund, proceed with the purchase of some "true" open space?

G. Lance Johannsen
Carlsbad

North County Times, 3/15/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-march/article_afd51089-d7bb-596d-a6b7-fb944a1071fc.html
Preserve Carlsbad's natural areas
Do you know where your children are? Playing video games? Watching television?
Remember when growing up, children could be out in nature for hours at a time exploring, learning and having fun? I would spend my afternoons in a wetlands ravine behind my house doing who-knows-what. Maybe that's why I'm a biologist.
These days, that's nearly impossible to do. San Diego's Richard Louv has written extensively about nature-deficit disorder in children and how the most recent generations are losing their contact with the natural world. According to Louv, children connecting with nature can lead to "everything from a positive effect on the attention span to stress reduction to creativity, cognitive development, and their sense of wonder and connection to the Earth" (www.learningfirst.org/node/2212).
In Carlsbad, the city has prioritized a list of possible properties to purchase and maintain as natural areas. With voters in 2002 approving the spending money to do just this, the city government has yet to spend a dollar to this end. Conserving our natural spaces as a legacy to our children is more important than plowing them under for high-density housing or unneeded roads. Citizens of Carlsbad, contact your city council to let them know we still want to preserve our natural areas.
Paige DeCino
Carlsbad

North County Times, 3/18/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-march/article_f9f93f40-4812-5621-a0a5-7b88a57b2c15.html
Save the Buena Vista Creek Valley
"We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our children." This Navajo proverb still rings true today.
We can't preserve all of the special natural lands in Carlsbad that we inherited. But can't we at least preserve those that are the most important? Can't we achieve a reasonable balance between more development and preserving some of the natural heritage of our community?
Five years ago, more than 700 local residents donated $135,000 towards the acquisition of the Sherman property ---- the western half of the Buena Vista Creek Valley. Now, the eastern half of this valley is under threat of development ---- a massive development of 656 homes around the sacred El Salto Waterfall. If anything warrants preservation, surely it is this valley, with its sacred waterfall, historical adobe and regional wildlife corridor.
In 2007, the City Council of Carlsbad adopted their Citizens Open Space Committee report that ranked this area as the No. 1 priority to preserve. If this development is allowed, how can we ever repay this debt to our children? How can we pay them back for destroying something that is priceless?
Diane Nygaard
Preserve Calavera
Oceanside
 
North County Times, 3/25/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-march/article_39cd752f-834f-59fe-a7a3-7b02c130f0ca.html
A plea for open space
Last week the city of Carlsbad held its annual meeting for the 2011 Habitat Management Plan. This latest report shows zero acres of natural open land added in the city. However during this same year 57.66 acres of open space were acquired outside of the city in the county’s gnatcatcher core area. Residents of Carlsbad voted and passed Proposition C for open space in 2004. To date, nothing has been purchased. We would like to see natural lands acquired right here in Carlsbad. – Michael Lichtman, Carlsbad
San Diego Union Tribune, 3/28/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/mar/28/community-dialog-north-county/

Protect Carlsbad's open spaces
I have been a Carlsbad resident for 37 years. In the early '90s, I served on the Open Space Committee to delineate areas to be set aside as open space as the city revised its general plan. As Carlsbad again considers changes to its general plan, I am concerned that natural areas are still being ignored. Designating parking lots adjacent to parks as open space was not the intent of our committee.
It is imperative the mayor and City Council understand that decisions eliminating natural areas including wildlife corridors, streams and creeks need to be reconsidered. Once developed, these lands are likely to be lost forever. For over 20 years, the citizens of Carlsbad have worked to protect our open spaces. The city government must now do its duty to follow through on the wishes of its residents.

Kathy Parker
Carlsbad 

North County Times, 4/6/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-april/article_7ff4588a-f8ea-5161-bacc-7a8c81b5ab36.html
The Coast News, 4/6/2012 
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/04/april-6-2012/
Preserve Calavera
The Preserve Calavera organization is hosting a contest to name the story poles that show the location of the largest Master Planned community left to be built in the city of Carlsbad at Quarry Creek.
Story poles are temporary poles that show the limits of proposed development, and are on the hills of the Buena Vista Creek Valley on the south side of state Route 78 between El Camino Real and College Boulevard. The project proposes to build 656 homes in an area zoned for 176.
These poles placed by McMillin, the project developer, show the location of 150 of the 656 homes they are planning to build here. (The remaining 506 homes would be built around the sacred El Salto waterfall on the old mine site). These 150 homes are on the “panhandle” part of the site, west of the waterfall, across from the historic Marron Adobe, above Buena Vista Creek, and blocking the wildlife movement corridor. The developer has named this project Quarry Creek. What is your name for the poles that show the limits of this development?
To see the poles from state Route. 78 take the College exit to the right. Take the first right onto Haymar (Plaza). Go past Mossy Nissan about 1/2 mile to the cul-de-sac on the left-hand (south side) of Haymar. Look part far down the ridgeline and you will see a line of five white poles with red flags on top. Submit your name for these poles to info@preservecalavera.org. Best suggestion received by April 21 will receive $100.
For full details go to preservecalavera.org or call (760) 724-3887
Diane Nygaard
Oceanside

The Coast News, 4/13/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/04/april-13-2012/

Now is the time to preserve natural spaces
I live near Batiquitos Lagoon and walk that trail frequently. Each time I do, I appreciate the beauty and peacefulness of the area. Approximately half the people have their dogs with them. They are fortunate to have a nice, well maintained trail for exercise and companionship with their dogs.
On weekends, hundreds of visitors run, jog and walk in this area. Some stroll and take in the uniqueness of the lagoon, others look for birds and other wildlife, and frequently photographers will use the locations for wildlife shots. Families with children of all ages, couples wanting to take in the romantic environment, residents wanting to "show off" the best of Carlsbad are all there, and these are just a few examples of the benefits of natural space being preserved.
With ample money in reserve and a stated commitment (but not followed up on) to buying more open space, Carlsbad needs to recognize the importance of preserving the diminishing resources it has left. Now is the time.
Chris Magallon
Carlsbad

North County Times, 4/17/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-april/article_56e920ef-3c6d-514b-af1d-7ba4bbd402f9.html








Be honest about Carlsbad open space
Within the last few weeks the city of Carlsbad published a press release touting the purchase of about 80 acres of natural open space (see news.carlsbadca.gov/pr/ca/PRN-report-gains-in-open-space-2012. aspx). What it failed to mention was that the acquired land was part of the “gnatcatcher obligation under the Habitat Management Plan” and NOT located within the city’s boundaries.
Residents probably erroneously assumed this purchase would be part of Carlsbad’s open space, the first acquired by the city in more than 10 years as approved by a 2002 ballot measure. City staff needs to be more forthcoming to Carlsbad citizens and not mislead them into thinking the city is finally acquiring natural open space that its citizens expect. – Tom DeCino, Carlsbad
San Diego Union Tribune, 4/19/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/apr/18/community-dialog-north-county/
North County Times, 4/21/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-april/article_82e364ea-ea76-5b67-a134-5513f148530e.html
In February the Vista City Council adopted its long-awaited General Plan. In it they made Buena Vista Creek a “focus area” turning it into an enhancement of the city, working toward daylighting sections that are now in culverts, adding miles of hiking and biking trails. It won’t happen overnight, but they have a plan to do it, and that’s a start.
In contrast, the city of Carlsbad is drafting its equally long-awaited General Plan. In it they propose dense development along Buena Vista Creek. No trails that could connect to the miles of trails in Vista. No “Waterfall to the Waves” trail that we have been proposing for years.
I forget, which of these two cities is supposed to be the progressive one? – Diane Nygaard, Preserve Calavera, Oceanside
San Diego Union Tribune, 4/19/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/apr/18/community-dialog-north-county/
A tale of two cities
In February, the Vista City Council adopted their long-awaited general plan. In it, they made Buena Vista Creek a "focus area," turning it into an enhancement of the city, working towards day-lighting sections that are now in culverts and adding miles of hiking and biking trails.
It won't happen overnight, but they have a plan to do it and that's a start.
In contrast, the city of Carlsbad is drafting their equally long-awaited general plan. In it, they propose dense development along Buena Vista Creek. No trails that could connect to the miles of trails in Vista. No "waterfall to the waves" trail that we have been proposing for years.
I forget, which of these two cities is supposed to be the progressive one?
Diane Nygaard
Preserve Calavera
Oceanside

North County Times, 4/20/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-april/article_a289fdca-bd06-5692-8d96-569e71a5d521.html

Why people are distrustful of politicians

Gosh, 10 years has gone by and the proposals and promises by the Carlsbad City Council to use Measure C money for more open space are still just campaign rhetoric, used by politicians who want to be elected and say they will listen to the people.
The people have not been whispering. We have been shouting when they have asked us in city workshops and city surveys. We have answered by telling them not only that we want more open space, but we have identified those spaces, the numero uno space being the Buena Vista Creek Valley.
In the last city survey, the question was not even asked because they do not want to hear the answer. What do they not understand about what the people have elected them to do? I guess it is easy to say they will listen to the people and then choose to be deaf. No wonder people are distrustful of politicians.

Penny Johnson 
Carlsbad

North County Times, 4/30/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-may/article_b5a5ec05-614c-5cd9-b662-48276f2c929a.html

 
Carlsbad resident has idea for funds
The city of Carlsbad was listed as one of the top municipalities in the county to keep a very hefty reserve in these tough financial times (“Agencies saved up even as services, jobs cut,” April 29). It’s good to hear that our city is being financially responsible. With a whopping 84 percent of the city’s expenses in reserves, it certainly has the wherewithal to use some of those funds to purchase the natural open spaces residents dictated it do so ten years ago. So, how about it, Mayor Matt Hall and City Council, isn’t it time to follow through on the voters’ wishes?
Paige DeCino
Carlsbad

San Diego Union Tribune, 5/5/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/may/08/carlsbad-resident-has-idea-funds/
Protect open space
Ten years ago, Carlsbad voters passed Measure C, in part authorizing the Carlsbad City Council to set aside funds for open-space acquisition. To date officials have spent none of these funds for land acquisition. 
Those who care about open space should contact the Carlsbad City Council and urge members to take action now to preserve Carlsbad’s remaining natural lands. 
Mary Anne Viney 
Carlsbad 

San Diego Union Tribune, 5/10/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/may/10/tp-community-dialog-north-county/?page=2#article
The Coast News, 5/11/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/05/letters-to-the-editor-may-11-2012/

Envision Carlsbad with vanishing open space
We all value our beaches, lagoons, streams, hills, fields, trails and scenic vistas. All life, including human, depends on a healthy natural environment.
But what is the monetary value on all that is lost when open space is developed? Rather, the city looks at expected profits made by developers and their customers and the tax revenue that generates. Meanwhile, the residents suffer the extra traffic, noise, pollution, crowding and loss of outdoor recreation that results.
In La Costa, mitigation for development of hundreds of acres was done through land purchases outside the city. "Envision Carlsbad" seeks community input on three different development concepts for various neighborhoods in the city, but all three produce similar total amounts of development. Proposition C authorized money for open space acquisition, which remains entirely unspent. Carlsbad officials tout a high percentage of open space, but according to sources, backyards, hillsides and even roads and parking lots are counted as open space.
Shouldn't the mayor and city council put preserving the quality of life for current residents of Carlsbad first? Rather than gaming the system, actually preserving natural habitat within Carlsbad should be given higher priority.
Howard Krausz
Carlsbad

North County Times, 5/10/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-may/article_348b8622-4a0a-55bd-98a2-6dbecc648bb0.html

The San Diego Foundation recently presented the results of their survey of 30,000 residents.  When asked "What is the key issue that effects your personal quality of life ?"  74% said protecting key lands, access to parks and open space.  That's no surprise to those of us who live in Carlsbad.  We have been saying it for years.   But year after year the Mayor and City Council allocate  $ 0 for open space acquisition.  If they aren't listening to us, who are they listening to?
 

Mary Anne Viney
Carlsbad

The Coast News, 5/25/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/05/letters-to-the-editor-may-25-2012/
Protect Carlsbad's last remaining open space
Can you believe the city of Carlsbad, with an $81 million reserve ("Certain government reserve funds overflow," April 28, www.utsandiego.com) in its general fund, saying it feels free to not spend a single dime on purchasing and protecting natural open space after voters passed Proposition C in 2002 asking it to do just that?
Why should they follow the voters' desire? Why not? Because city staff formulated the language in that proposition with enough loopholes to allow the city to spend millions on multiple projects other than open space. At the city council meeting on May 22, excuses abounded as to why the mayor and City Council feel they can ignore survey after survey showing Carlsbad residents rank open space high on their priority lists.
I encourage Carlsbad residents, young and old, to contact Mayor Hall and council members Mark Packard, Farrah Douglas, Keith Blackburn and Ann Kulchin and ask them to protect our last remaining open space.

Paige DeCino
Carlsbad




North County Times, 5/31/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-may/article_906db92e-e551-5153-a25e-710e0337977d.html
Investment in Carlsbad open space supported
At the May 22 Carlsbad City Council budget workshop, there was a long line of excuses for why $0 has been allocated to open space acquisition. Finance Director Chuck McBride said the city now has “only“ $60 million in reserve funds. Since its goal for reserves is 50 percent of the operating budget of $150 million, the city really didn’t have a dime to spare? Three weeks ago there was $81 million in reserves (“Agencies save up even as services, jobs cut,” April 28) which was 85 percent of the 2010-11 general fund expenses. Could they have lost $21 million in three weeks? Or are they just running out of excuses? Allocating funds to open space is an investment. It is part of the legacy one generation leaves for the next. We think it is time to invest in open space.
Diane Nygaard
Preserve Calavera
Oceanside

San Diego Union Tribune, 5/31/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/may/31/tp-community-dialogue-north-county009/?page=2#article
The San Diego Foundation recently presented the results of its survey of 30,000 residents. When asked “What is the key issue that effects your personal quality of life?” 74 percent of respondents said protecting key lands, access to parks and open space. That’s no surprise to those of us who live in Carlsbad. We have been saying it for years. But year after year the mayor and City Council allocate $0 for open space acquisition. If they aren’t listening to us, who are they listening to?
Mary Anne Viney
Carlsbad

San Diego Union Tribune, 5/31/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/may/31/tp-community-dialogue-north-county009/?page=2#article
Did you know there is still historic open space left in North Carlsbad close to the coast which looks as it did when the Luiseno Indians lived on the land? Hawks soar amid oaks and purple blossomed butterfly bushes sway in gentle spring breezes there.
It’s a place where the Old Marron Adobe is located as well as El Salto Falls, a sacred Indian site, which tumbles into Buena Vista Creek and thence to the Valley. Local adults and children could temporarily escape endless rows of tract houses, noisy, congested streets and polluted air in this serene nearby valley.
Too good to be true? Yes and no. Actually a part of Buena Vista Creek Valley has been in the process of restoration for a number of years. Nonetheless, a developer, has proposed to put 656 homes in this area originally zoned for 176 homes. This is an old familiar story to longtime North County residents.
But this doesn’t have to have the same old depressing story ending once again. Carlsbad voters in 2002 approved Measure C authorizing millions of dollars for purchase of open space and trails. Yet to this day, the city has not approved any purchases while at the same time has allowed thousands of homes and residents into Carlsbad. Preserve Calavera, a local 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, has been organizing citizens to urge the Carlsbad City Council to use the money that was set aside and save some of the unique beauty of Carlsbad which still remains. They are crusading for the Waterfall to the Waves Trail, fewer homes, and preserving much of the area.
North County Advocates, another local 501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to protecting our quality of life, supports these efforts and urges you to contact Carlsbad City Hall at council@carlsbadca.gov. Tell city officials to deny zone changes in Buena Vista Valley and start using the Measure C money that was set aside in 2002 for natural land open space acquisitions. Do it soon because the issue is coming up at the Carlsbad City Council meetings in June.
Patricia C. Bleha
President
North County Advocates 
Carlsbad

San Diego Union Tribune, 5/31/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/may/31/tp-community-dialogue-north-county009/?page=2#article

Can you believe the city of Carlsbad with an $81 million reserve (http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/apr/28/certain-government-reserve-funds-overflow/) in their general fund saying they feel free to NOT spend a single dime on purchasing and protecting natural open space after voters passed Prop C in 2002 asking them to do just that?  Why should they follow the voters’ desire?  Why not?  Because city staff formulated the language in that proposition with enough loopholes to allow the city to spend millions on multiple projects other than open space.  At the city council meeting yesterday (May 22, 2012) excuses abounded as to why the mayor and city council feel they can ignore survey after survey showing Carlsbad residents rank open space high on their priority lists.  I encourage Carlsbad residents, young and old, to contact Mayor Hall and Councilmembers Packard, Douglas, Blackburn and Kulchin and ask them to protect our last remaining open space.
Paige DeCino
Carlsbad

The Coast News, 6/1/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/06/letters-to-the-editor-june-1-2012/ 

Carlsbad’s Funny Math
At the May 22 Carlsbad City Council budget workshop, they came up with the latest of a long line of excuses for why zero dollars has been allocated to open space acquisition.
Chuck McBride, Finance Director, said the City now has “only” $60 million in reserve funds. Since their goal for reserves is 50 percent of the operating budget of $150 million they really don’t have a dime to spare. Hmmm. Three weeks ago they had $81 million in reserves (UT 4/28/12), which was 85 percent of the 2010-11 general fund expenses.
Could they have lost $21 million in three weeks? Or are they just running out of excuses? Allocating funds to open space is an investment. It is part of the legacy one generation leaves for the next. We think it is time to invest in open space.

Diane Nygaard,
Oceanside

The Coast News, 6/1/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/06/letters-to-the-editor-june-1-2012/ 

If the Carlsbad City Council doesn't act soon, a brief opportunity to protect precious open space within the city will slip away. At risk is the 104 acre South Coast Quarry property in the Buena Vista Valley.
The property extends along both sides of Buena Vista Creek below El Salto Falls, the highest waterfall in coastal Southern California. It is an old sand and gravel operation. It is subject to an already approved reclamation plan, which requires the owners of the property ---- Hanson Aggregates ---- to restore Buena Vista Creek to a natural course within a protected buffer zone 150 feet wide on either side of the creek. No development is allowed within the buffer zone.
Once the quarry property has been restored to the requirements of the reclamation plan, the McMillan Land Development Company has a contract with Hanson to buy the property. The question now is what development ---- how much, what kind ---- Carlsbad City Council will allow on this land.
Like all California cities, Carlsbad is required by the state to provide affordable housing. Thus the City plans to shoehorn some 500 homes into the property. McMillan wants 656 housing units there; Carlsbad residents and voters want open space there.
Some housing on the old disturbed quarry site seems inevitable. What is at risk now is the so-called "Panhandle" ---- 60 undeveloped, natural acres on the south side of Buena Vista Creek, across the stream from the already protected, 134 acre Buena Vista Creek Ecological Reserve.
The Panhandle serves as an important wildlife corridor and buffer between the residential neighborhoods to the south and the stream-side habitat along Buena Vista Creek and the Ecological Reserve to the north. These lands are alive with Luiseno and Californio history; close by in the Valley is the only California rancho still in the hands of the original family.
Back in 2002 Carlsbad voters passed Measure C, allowing reserve funds to be spent on open space acquisition. In 2007 the City Council set aside $35 million. About $30 million has been spent on other projects; not one dime has been spent on open space acquisition.
In 2007 the City Council adopted the report of the Ad Hoc Citizens' Committee for Open Space. This identified and prioritized the key remaining in the City that should be acquired as open space. Number one on the list was Buena Vista Valley. Five years later the City Council has still taken no action.
On April 18, the Envision Carlsbad Citizens' Committee ---- a blue ribbon committee tasked by the City Council to map out Carlsbad's best future ---- approved saving the Panhandle as open space.
The necessary funds are available and authorized. Again and again Carlsbad residents and voters have ranked the acquisition of open land among their highest priorities. Today's slow economy and housing market provide an opportunity to purchase land at a reasonable price. Remaining undeveloped land with significant conservation value is scarce.
What is the City Council waiting for?
Sandy McMullen
Carlsbad

North County Times, 6/5/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/article_a34a10de-b00f-5172-ade9-bcc53fe4da38.html#.T91PIu5TTE8.email



Act now to save open space in Carlsbad
Did you know there is still historic open space in North Carlsbad? People could escape tract houses, noisy, congested streets and polluted air in serene Buena Vista Valley featuring Luiseno Indians' sacred El Salto Falls and an historic adobe.
A developer, McMillin, proposes up to 600 homes in this area, originally zoned for nearly 200 homes, an old familiar story to longtime Carlsbad residents.
This doesn't have to have the same depressing story ending. Carlsbad voters in 2002 approved Measure C, authorizing millions of dollars for open space and trails. Carlsbad has not approved any purchases, while at the same time, has allowed thousands of homes. Preserve Calavera, a local 501c3 nonprofit corporation, is urging the Carlsbad City Council to use that money and save some of Carlsbad's unique beauty that still remains. They advocate a Waterfall to the Waves Trail and fewer homes.
North County Advocates, another local 501c3 corporation dedicated to protecting our quality of life, supports this, urging citizens to contact Carlsbad City Hall at council@carlsbadca.gov . Say deny zone changes in Buena Vista Valley and start using the money earmarked for open space acquisitions. Do it soon because the issue is coming up at June Carlsbad City Council meetings.
Patricia Bleha
president, North County Advocates
Carlsbad

North County Times, 6/5/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-june/article_33b3a1af-b907-5d88-902a-99454d2702ac.html
No more clunkers in Carlsbad
The city of Carlsbad likes to build Cadillacs. It built a Cadillac golf course – the most expensive municipal golf course in the country (still hemorrhaging). It built a Cadillac control system for the little dam at Lake Calavera. It built a Cadillac Safety Training Center.
The city also says it doesn’t have one dime to spend on open space. Prop. C was passed 10 years ago authorizing our reserve funds to be used for open-space acquisition. Let’s turn in some of those clunker Cadillacs (like the Farmers Building) and buy something that will last – natural open space that will benefit Carlsbad residents for generations to come.
Carlsbad owns only 1 percent of our natural lands. Willing sellers are MADE, not born, and our city needs help. Use consultants to negotiate the city’s purchase of natural lands from Carlsbad’s open-space acquisition list – Quarry Creek, Village H, Mandana and Murphy. All told, $40 million to $50 million in acquisitions.
THOUSANDS of new housing units have been approved for the North East Quadrant yet you are told we are almost at built out. Make acquisition of land within Carlsbad a priority while we still can. – Kasey Cinciarelli, Carlsbad
San Diego Union Tribune, 6/6/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/jun/06/community-dialog-north-county/?print&page=all


Protect Buena Vista Valley for Carlsbad's future generations
Did you know that for almost six miles, from the El Salto waterfall west of College Boulevard to the waves of the ocean, there are stretches of open space that can be strung together like pearls to create a scenic corridor alongside busy Highway 78? Imagine an interpretative trail winding through Buena Vista Valley, a valley rich in natural beauty and California history, alongside Buena Vista Lagoon and the Audubon Nature Center to the Pacific Ocean.
We can make this happen, but time is running out. The city of Carlsbad has a rare opportunity to purchase 60 undeveloped, natural acres of land in Buena Vista Valley known as the "panhandle." A developer is planning to fill the "panhandle" with a housing tract.
The city of Carlsbad has set aside sufficient funds to purchase the "panhandle." Carlsbad voters have repeatedly ranked acquisition of open space among their highest priorities. Now is the time for Carlsbad's elected representatives to lead the city into the future the city's residents have envisioned: a city of open space and beauty. The funding is available and authorized. Carlsbad and her neighbors will benefit forever.
Acquire the "panhandle" now.

Kathryn Parker
Carlsbad

North County Times, 6/11/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-june/article_d4e4ff34-c00b-5bb8-97e9-5220b584087c.html
We can never get back that which is gone forever. But we can allow that which remains to flourish. 
A bit of paradise still remains in Carlsbad in the Buena Vista Creek Valley. We have it in our hands today. Right now.  All we have to do is hold on to it and not let it slip through our fingers.
Please join us now – all of us who have worked hard to save the Buena Vista Creek Valley – and help us save the panhandle. Allow the Buena Vista Creek Valley to flourish in honor of all those who have gone before us and give hope to future generations.
The city of Carlsbad has the ability to take action to help preserve the Buena Vista Creek Valley. Please attend the June 26 Carlsbad City Council Meeting at 6 p.m. when Carlsbad adopts the budget. Urge them to reserve funds for open space, before it’s too late: Carlsbad City Hall council chambers, 1200 Carlsbad Village Drive. – Mary Anne Viney, Carlsbad

San Diego Union Tribune, 6/13/2012
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/jun/13/community-dialog-north-county/?page=2#article
Allow that which remains to flourish
We all experience loss in our lives. There is no escaping it. But the burden of loss we carry with us is like a compass. Look around you for what remains. Then you know which direction to take.
We stand on the shoulders of those who came before us. How do we thank them?
Experts say we are entering a new age of mass extinction. Have we lost our way? I don't want a legacy of extinction for my children and future generations. They need hope.
We can never get back that which is gone forever. But we can allow that which remains to flourish.
A bit of paradise remains in Carlsbad's Buena Vista Creek Valley. Please join all of us who have worked hard to save the Valley and help save the panhandle. Allow the valley to flourish in honor of all those who have gone before us and give hope to future generations.
The city of Carlsbad can take action to help preserve the valley. Attend the June 26 Carlsbad City Council meeting at 6 p.m. when Carlsbad adopts the budget. Urge the council to reserve funds for open space: Carlsbad City Hall, Council Chambers, 1200 Carlsbad Village Drive.
Mary Anne Viney
Carlsbad

North County Times, 6/16/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-june/article_700a18bc-58a2-5530-8a9f-27807fe33e25.html
Learn from the mistakes of the past
"SOS for Open Space" wasn't originated by Preserve Calavera and our 14 co-sponsor organizations. Carlsbad residents of 24 years ago had the same concerns as we do today about preserving our natural lands.
Newspaper stories of that time show a compromise to avoid a ballot measure that would have required a two-thirds vote to develop any land designated as open space ("SOS, council back open space plan," July 27, 1988) . That was before most of Calavera Hills, Aviara and La Costa were built.
Now, those once rolling hillsides are covered with hundreds of homes. We lose touch with our natural heritage when it is gone, or when it is put behind a fence so no one can even see it (like the waterfall at Box Canyon). We can learn from the mistakes of the past. We can preserve the best of what we still have left.
But we need Mayor Matt Hall and the Carlsbad City Council to answer our SOS call, not with platitudes and another workshop, but by committing existing reserve funds to open space acquisition ---- and then making it happen.
Diane Nygaard
Preserve Calavera

North County Times, 6/21/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-june/article_514c747e-f133-5633-b3c2-232ffe4cd684.html




Save open space
“SOS for Open Space” wasn’t originated by Preserve Calavera and our 14 co-sponsor organizations. Carlsbad residents of 24 years ago had the same concerns as we do today about preserving our natural lands. Newspaper stories of that time show a compromise to avoid a ballot measure that would have required a two-thirds vote to develop any land designated as open space (SOS, Council Back Open Space Plan 7/27/88).
That was before most of Calavera Hills, Aviara and La Costa were built. Now those once rolling hillsides are covered with hundreds of homes. We lose touch with our natural heritage when it is gone, or when it is put behind a fence so no one can even see it (like the waterfall at Box Canyon.) We can learn from the mistakes of the past. We can preserve the best of what we still have left. But we need Mayor Hall and the Carlsbad City Council to answer our S.O.S call, not with platitudes and another workshop, but by committing existing reserve funds to open space acquisition — and then making it happen.
Diane Nygaard,
Preserve Calavera

The Coast News, 6/22/2012
http://thecoastnews.com/2012/06/letters-to-the-editor-june-22-2012/
Why is open space a bad idea?
Is the coastal city with the most urban sprawl the winner? Evidently, the Carlsbad City Council thinks so. The Quarry Creek area is a respite for the eyes as one drives along the 78 freeway. Wouldn't it be wonderful if it was also a respite for the soul and we had an open space for trails and habitat and for a sense of history?
If the Carlsbad City Council had been listening to its residents the past 10 years and used the money that has be appropriated for open space, we would have that place to go to and escape to and appreciate.
Come to the Carlsbad City Council meeting at 6 p.m. June 26. Help the vision we have for ourselves and the future residents of Carlsbad.

Penny Johnson
Carlsbad

North County Times, 6/22/2012
http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/letters/letters-nct-june/article_4e89bb6b-4287-5f1d-8744-7b0af2201ddf.html









June 18 – first 2
June 19 - #3-5
June 20 -  #6-11
June 21 – selected ones through MAV 5/25/12 (be careful she has same letter on 5/31/12)
June 22 – ones through MAV 6/13/12
June 25 – last 3



